LAS POSADAS STATE FOREST

AND 4-H CLUB CAMP

BRIEF HISTORY OF CAMP DEVELOPMENT



NOTED ON EARLY HISTORY
OF TAS POSADAS STATZE FOREST

During the early part of 1927 I was informed by Mr. Anscn S. Blak. of
Contra Cecsta County that Mrs. Blake had a pizce of proporty in Napa County that
she wished to give to the University or to the State of Celifeornia. In this and
subsquent ccaversations with Mr. Bl:> I gz2thered that {az protection of the
propersy and plans for its us: had become ¢u'te a burden to Mrs. Blak: and that

-
he wus anxious to have her riiieved =f 1t becuuse of her healtn.

The property of some 800 acres in the upper watershod of Moore Creck lay
adjacent to the Pasific Union Tolleze property at Angwin and contained a consid-
erable area of secund growth radwood, Douglas fir, wondercsa pine, tanbark and
other oaks, madrone =nd associsted s;2cies. All of the timber portica of the

property had been cut over in the eariy days by Jian M. borris who boucht a
squatfers right to it in 1878 and in 1080 uscd his homes“ead and precmption rights
tc prova up on it.  The more level narts of the arca had been farmed for years and

a emall house znd large barn werc still in usable condition,

lek:es had built two still summer cottagaes on the sc.th rank of Moore
; asior=lly spent =2 Tew doys, “1. legsad the g ortion of
vy tc a curetakir nezmod Crogyson woio lin L ovart tims L tho Larm

house. He was empleyed in thz nenting plant at Yr: Island YNavy Yard.
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After discussing the matter with Dir:ctor B, H. Crocheron it was c¢vident
that the University would not e intercsted in taking title to the propzrity and I
thercfore svsgested to State Foruster . B. Pratt that we mee® Mr. & lirs. Blake
at Las Pcsades and discucs the possibility of its acquisition by the state as a
State Forest,

Ec agreced and we met the Blekes at their cabin on the property in the summer
of 1927 and discussed the transfer of the property as a State Forest znd the
possible development of a 4-H Club summer camp site for use by five or six Bay
ar2a counties. Mrs. Blaks hzd no objsction to starting the development of such
a camp site Jduring the time rnogotiations wer: under way for transfer of the proper-
ty ard Mr., Frott osaild he woul ash "o matter with the State Board of Forestry
under a law signed by the Goverrnor April 5, 1527,

Mr. Gleun Waterhouse and I visitoed the property shortly after and arrang:d
for 2 meetiry of Extension Scrvice agents and 4L-H Clutr loaders from Napa, Solano,
Sonoma, Marin, Contra Cecsta and Alameda counties to sce (T they were interested in
going shead with such develepment. A group of abour. 70 people respondzd to this
SU”QCCfi,R n.3 they selected the flat on the scuth side cf Moore Crzek for devcelop-

PR “rn. o They agrecd te ralze $3100.CC per cowty znd to start development
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soring of 1900,

te Ra‘gbr Dean wrre most enthusiastic and helpful

irm Advizor Zaade and Sta C
of the de ~:lepment, meuo of vhich was by voluntezer

all thrcugh the early stages
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The fcllowing trief excerpts from Annual Reporcs of Lhe Extension Forester
give an insight into the development of the camp and its use. The camp committee
was set up early in the game and has continued with slight modifications down to
the present. In rocent yesars Mr. Orville Burnside of Sonoma County has been a
most effzctive and diligent chairman of this commi-tez.

Woodbridge Metcalf
Extension Forester

(Excerpts from Annual Reports of Extension Forester)

NCTES ON

THE BARLY HISTORY CF LAS POSADAS
STATE FORE

ST AND THE 4-H CLUB CAMPS

1905

farly in Fzoruary a group of D people from the Bay arca countics met at Las
rosadas Forost in Napa County to discuss dezvelopment of pormancnt Tacilities for
& --d Clut Cemp. They were v:zry favorably impressed with the beautiful timbered
canyon aund within & few wecks the six county club councils had each agr;ed to
raise 3100 towards the cxpznse of such a camp znd had appointed a committes to
procesd with its development. The Extension Forester worked with this cemmittze
in :zying out the camp site, clearing underbrush, ~taking out the sit- for

2ormissary and ruanning the vipe line for the water system In all this the wish
of Mr. % Mrs. Blake that the natural growth be dist rbed as little as pPossible
WAag carried out.

-

Actual construction work started cn the_first of April and countiuued cach week
end until the first group went into camp in June. Sseveral people from Napa and

soncma Countiss gave literally of their time ard =1 fort during this poriod =znd
1ty a2gents of several of the counties were cn the ‘ob practically every 3unday.

1 log and send baz dim in creck.

Screensd cook houss 16 v 24 built.

Water piped 1400 ft. from spriag to cook housec and tws wash
racke with pips reccived from East Bay Municipal Utility

wecrk dene 2t a cost of 2350 p-us the contributed lsbor and gach oI the countios
ional 235 to mak: up this amount.

nsin Forester
tlon und Jimplc forestry.

Shower tath houses, a wator neating system and 2 hospital and general utilivy
re erected =2t Las FPeosadas,

< small amount oT improvement work was done at Las Posadas site this vear and
sev.ral successful camps were held. The swimming pool dam in the creek was ra-
pair-d and the pool deepened. Some grading work was done on the rlay ground.
Fanger Dezan has been very cooperative and intended o construct a series of fire

treaks and trails this fall. Fe died suddenly from acute appendicitis.
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Three slzeping platforms were constructed at Las Posadas State Forest 4-H Club

1z improvement work at any camp site. Camp in Lassen County 2anczllzd
oo few members could afford to attend. Additions to slecping facili
-amp at Las Posadas and inexpeunsive repairs to swimming hels in the -reek,

,
o
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4 szvere fir2 swept into Las Poczdas Forest from the north and destroysd all of
thz fine young stand of timber dswn to Mcore Creck. It was only kept out of th
camp site and the surrouunding timber by strenuous efforts of Ranger fZrickson a
tne fire crew.

Orangz County cancelled its 4-H camp. Very little improvement

y=ry rard times
work done at any camp. The bvurned timber was gilven to the Pacific Union College
for fuzl =nd the trees were cut ty cvyezw of students,

arp auriag the winter uunder the E.C.W. srogram by
C camp. Thev are also doing a great deal of fire prevention,
and other work iun ths State Forest which will be of walue in
C ub camps in futurc years. The plautation was set cut in the
T bj tn- boys of ths CCC camp using trwes of several conifer species from
the State Nursery.

awn [or improvement of the water supply and swinming znocl
0 ; c

163

Th the intérest and support of Stcﬁc Forester M. B. Pratt a fine concrete s
swi tool and 130C ft. of intzke water pipe were lastalled at Las Posadas.

An s rcad tc the pool site was also built by the CCC to get materials to
the o improvement work was doun2 during this vear by the countics,

[

Forest in Nagps
natural zrea Tor the study of forestry and botany
ree Dronagqt*on However, devcl pmznt of L-H Club camp grcounds
short peried iv the summer was permitted by the donors and has
measure of cut-dsor knowlcdge and fnjoymcnt to club mcmbv‘s from
Marin, Sonoma and Contra Costa countices. The Merritt B. Pratt
wimming pool built under the CCC program in the spring of 1535 was
;rthtr towards ccompleticn this year. Back filling with carth was
tzd and repairs to the pipoe lire were made by a small spike cemp crew of
r3 from Camp Northwestern under the dircction of State Rangsr Erickson.
nt

cunty is egsentially not a recreation site but

r 1

- £moU cf tree planting in the burn was done ©o extend the plantation sct
2 1635, The ZCC camp on this propzrty has been standing idle since May 1935
wing to raduction in numbers of the forps which is rvgrettable 25 thers is &
;ast zmount of fire preventicon nd imtrovement work nceded ia this v1c:n1ty.

is the site of the &-H Club camp site for the counties
area. No further improvements wers added during the year,
X me cleanup work st the sitc and maintenance work on the road was done by

ome man from the E.R.A. camp which was occupying the CCC camp on the area under

n ‘ tion of State Ranger Erickson.
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1538
Las Posadas 4-H Club camp site at Las Posadas Strcc Forest ir Napa County had
some clean-up and painting work donc on the buildings in advance of the camping
season. This was made possible by the caretaker, Bob Wallace, who induced
couple cf WPA men to 4o the work., The paint was some not necded at Whitaker ’s
Forect. After the L-H Club encampments the University Medical Scheool ceonductzd
s very succissful camp for dicbetic children for two weeks. Acting cn an cminion
from the Atto rn ey General, the State Zoard of Ferestry confirmed the uss of the

& by the 4-H Clubs as essentially educational work in conservation.
1939
No corment.
1940
Stztc Forzst Ranger Ericksor had a small crew of men working a2t las rcsadas Ctate
Forcst during the fall and RE: ablb to havz them build 2 4-foot cement sidewalk
around the swimming pool at &= L.E Club camp site. This contritution will make
it pcossibl: to kecp the pocl in much cleancr condition and will be griatly
epprociated,
Lol
Very little improvemcnt. The State Forester trauns ferrsd to the Extensicn S:rvice
two large rzstaurant-type cC king stoves. One was set up at Las Fcsadas 4-7
Camp znd the other at Yuba L-H Camp.
15z
Lt our sugg.ostion Ranger Erickson of llapa County planted 125 tr=ecs of cork zak

.
at Las Posadas Stzte Forest. Twenty-two additicnal cork oaks st out by
tre writer to test adaptability for interplanting. Noune of tnese trees survived,

little =ctive uze or an mininwy naintenance work

other r~amps
% minimum amount of upkeep was Cone at the L.H Club camp 3ite at Las Pcsadas
For=at in lapa County with the assistance of Ranger Brickson. Zach of the six
~cunties ceontributed #25 to the maintenance fund and the camp was put in r22s50n-
ablv satisfactcry shape for the brief period in which it was in use. Arny
training groups mede some use of the facilities during July and may have adcne s
amell amount of improvement ork.

T ties I» st 1Y trizti
srovisions in the deed of gif Qf thws property. These are 5o rig" as regards
re-reationsl .se that the State Division of For stry may return the treperty to
“pe ic.ors unless they will agree to constructive multiple use in the Tuture,

a

5 A is proceeding at the present time and it is planned that
a cocrmmittee of \en_ar 4-H Cludb members call upon Mr. & Mrs. Blake in the near
£ 0
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impress them with the need for such rel= ’:t on of the requirements so
.os can continue to enjoy this attracti
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camp 8ite.



1957
The development program of Las Posadas L-H camp has been interfered with by
uncertainty about the permsnence of lease privileges, but it now appears that the

S.F. Bay counties will te permitted to develop and use the site as has been
contemplated (and carried on) for nearly twenty years,



