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FIRE HISTCRY AT LAS POSADAS STATE FOREST

In May 1931, a fire starced back of the ball park. There was a strong nortn
winl and the fire burned a Strip south past the cld ranch house ug Wildeat Caryon
and tc Conn Valley.

In those days the Division of Forestry was rot very well organized., and the

ranger, veing on only during the six swmmer months with no paid helg, had not teen
able to organize the volunteer hel 1p too strongly. At that, I gathered Jhat students
I cculd secure from Pacific Union Coll- =ge and few volunteers from the St. Helena

area and Conn Valley and started a fire line from the Wildeat Canycn road opposite
the cemetery Imnoll and took it cn to the Willianm Fess property. Thal night we tooxk
1T south past lookout rock intc the Overacker prezeriy. The next day the wind died
down so it was rather easy to mop up the south 1ir:, with the volunteer ! help of the
ranchiers in that area. This area will be found on the map enclosed, dated May 1952,

Again, on September 8, 1931, =2 fire started on the Braskee ranch at the head
of Big Canyon about four miles northwest of the Pacific Union College, headed with
3 very strong west wind and very low himidity fire spread in all directions wi
the zain fire headed for Pacific Union College. 1ll avai it ath
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At that time we operated out of Palo Alto, which was the Nortn Coas
quarters. Mr. Frank Thompson, who was the district ranger, Ilew tc St. 7§
then flev me over the area. I could see that &t { p.m. the fire had & 2
~he mpain county road leading to Pope Velley. Ilanding at St. fdelerna, T made plzns
for fire lines. I had split the volunteers intc several groups with a

charge of =sach; lieeping all Advent reople by themselves as they much prefer ts5
Kept that way. Laying out their duties, T started on the front weading from i
Sprirgs to Redwood Canycn near the E»“i Springs. By rext morning we Lad most

g ire line under conircl, but the cig job was to hold volunteers fcr cavrel.
That zfternoon, Septemter Y, the wind cape a5 strong again and scatte five
and scuth of Martin towards las Peosadas. I ore Questeq more nelp from ent

Lat was “oid to gather Lo more local relin.

stuients and lccal voiunteers on the line, T Te

£231 = zitchen set-up in ~he ccilege zarage wi die the 3

from St. Helera in charge, making up z.adwiches zns ferving hot meuls ts those
‘olunteers who were not Advents. } 3 : charge in serving their
recpie - mashed potato sandwiches and milk. As zone of our men were served this
Tood, It scon spread over the whole state that < w25 serving mashed potatc sand-
wiches and miix cn the fire line

the Tire burned z2bzut L300 -~ords of L' woed which teic
9} J T Was put under contrsl -or the 5
Zmentc had sent the Napa County ganme warder

z Aithcugh these nen wsre picked up cut of occl halls
“n@ line to patrol under the sucervision of Game Warder
much to supervise, i £EPT me busy covering such a large
group, [ instructed them %o take all precauticn,. especiazliy
Wind was sure to come Up again. I got btack tc this line
aZaln 2bout dayiight of September 20, and found most of the ren as.ieep. Afte

agai* "a“tlng them of <he

anger, I zaw that all were fed and left for other fronvs,
wnich wer f

ol
iding rather good. About 10 a.m. that “ay I saw a black column o
the Las Pcsadas direction 2nd on arriving found the fire had sootied
Fosadas (red cr.sses shown on map) where several fires had spotte i
turning hot. No men were tc be found. on the fire line, as I arrived
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ﬂrrivei at Mcore Creek where .he foctbiidge crocgses o tne swipnming tansx, I found
the game warien had left his wen ear.ty that nmorning and taey had gone down to Tne

the creek to zleep. No effor. was waie ty this group te combat tnis Jire In

Tact they ccmplained they ~2re tired frow being iepl up 21l wight and I1d nect
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care to fight this Tire. irce I kod teen up day and night on this fiz2 from the
iay it started, September <, withoul 3zieep or rest, I discharged the &itive coew

and went to the College and cailed {or more help frem 3t. Helena. A group of
merchants and & few good ranch hands responded. 3By this time the {ire had bu
well dovn teoward Moore Creex. It wes late afternocn znd I toox the most able wen
and started vack of the ball park h re we nad the spring burn and ran a line iz

Mocre Creel. past uﬂP present swimming tanit znd then up Mocre Creex to the top =f
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the ridge. I left the balance <7 the men on patrci. At daylight I nad gaired ihe
top of the hill. Trave¢1ng vack and [-rth cover the vould:rs in Moore Creek was
”P“y dangerous &5 in those i1zys w2 haw no such tiing as flashlights. After day-
light, while I was checking cn v.¢ iiue and seel what the nen were awaie, I Ian
aCross a stranger to me. After I nad speken z ords to him, he proceeded i
5 slcw panner o invroduce nimesifs I zm Cnicie Fotvier froo oo Cacvamento olfice
they cent me Cver ©o see 1D I 2.3 give a nand €03 270k In o sormetire Jduring
“he rnignt ani stayed on fatro: -n this line I feit o littiz betiter tc think that
the Ztate of Californiz nal ngw sntirely forgotten me - 2t leact they furnishel

Zman.,

I pusned the iin Tz the Corlcge property tetween wnat is now Roosevelt
Forest and tihe powder nouse, and tied it into the oid fire line of Martin 3pring

road. That afternoon avout the humidity started to rise, ard witn a few
men I nad tne entire Zront .
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rains set in. I picked the site apd advised Sacramento

office of it. 1In time they sent several officers and Forest Service men to look
over the location. They were well pleased and gave me the go-ahead signal in
preparing the grounds, hiring 30 local carpenters, some plumbers and electricians.

No money was set up for clearing of the grounds and the Division of Forestry
nad no equipment. I contacted the supervisors and they loaned me a dozer and pull-
grader. Before the grounds were really ready the lumber arrived on the scene and
orders were for me to have it checked. This was quite a chore with my four fire
fighters. Then to locate the carpenters, etc., was a headache. This all had to
be done right now and still we had fires to take care of, but finally I located
and rad 28 carpenters on the 'ob, some ''wood butchers" included. The CCC camp had
sent me a few hand-picked boys experienced in this work from their Pine Grove
Camp to assist the carpenters, which was a great help. The camp was near enough
completion to allow the 200 CCC boys to move in the first of November, before the
rains set in. With this additional help the camp wus put in A-1 condition in a
nurry.

Now came the time to decide what field projects were to be selected for the

ccys to work cn. I sat down with Mr. Earl Branscn, Camp Superintendent, and went
cver the different projects I had thought up. Mr. Branscn, being = very level-
neaded man, made it much easier to work out a plan.

The first thing I had in mind was to try and do some fire prevention work
at Las Posadas so that in case of another fire we might be able to save the balancs
of the area from burning off. The plan was:

1. Cut all bturned snags off the burned area on the north side of Moore
Creek which were left by the fire in September 1931, and dispose of them.

2. Cut a fire trail around the boundary lines of Las Posadas.

3. Cut and elean up all underbrush along Mocre CreeXk.

-

4. Cut and clean up all underbrush on the flat on both sides of the
CCC camp.

Brush and clean up along roadside from Las Posadas to St. Helena and
on over to Pope Valley, also from the CCC camp to the L-H camp.

A}

6. Bulld a fire road from camp past what is now the powder house and
Roosevelt Forest and on down to the ball park.

These were the main projects and in the order they were to be carried out,
ithcugh as time went on several small projects were added to this list. I hired
everal local citizens as rcremen and everything worked out very well.

[ Y]

Arter the slcope was cleared of burned snags and they were disposed of, the
area looked terribly barren so one day when Prof. Weodbridge Metcalf called to see
me, I brought his attention fo this. t was decided tc plant some trees and
ledicate the area the "President's Birthday Grove.' (Metcalf's suggestion.) I
made orrangements with the Sacramento office for trees from the State Nursery at
Lavis, and a group cf CCC boys plented the trees on Roosevelt's birthday in 193k,
The trees were Monterey, Coulter and Kncbcone pines. The first spring after the
planting 3 ficck of goats from the college came through the fence and ate the

tops out of the pines. Althcugh most of the trees came back, it did set the gZrow-
th back some.



The following threc years I tock upon myself to plant additional trces n©
odd times. I planted Monterey, Coulter, Leppo, Kncb Cone and Yellow pine, 213
some redvoods. Althcugh ther: is rather 2 good stand in this plantation the
rrush has come baci =trong and has choked back the growth a great deal, tut at
svat the trees are holding their own. At this writing there are some Montereys
53" tall.

During April 1235, the CCC carp moved back to Pine Grove with the undei -
standing that they would bve back in ti~ TFall and fitisn un the palance of the
~rcjects and some additicnal ones whicn I had been working up.

y 1935 the State Division of Forestry allotted me 2 nine-man fire coamp

A in the CCC cemp buildings. These nen rere drawr Trom the SERA camp
iver, Mendocinc County. T hix ~ed Roy Neil 23 foreman and 2 local boy

ramed Gene Bell for my truck driver. This guve me A nire-man crew in all.

+

ave me a one-ton express body Chevrolet truck for my crev's

vansportati
v othe 1-.1 27 1G2% tne CIC camp moved back o Las Posadas comp 2glin vith
5l 5 profzct surerintendent. During the surmer months I had worlel
T g acramentc that I nesded 2 lockou” on Mt. St. Helena zand if this
s approved 2 rozd would have to be bullt to get lumber and materials for the
‘ookout. Also, I nceded communication (telephone) service to Monticello. After
~uch discussiorn ond several trips fo Mt. St. Helenz, Mr. M. B. Pratt, State
Forester, mancged to put these two projects over, using all Justification that

could bve securei.

Weorn for the teys was:
Z Projects that had been approved the previcus winter and not completed
were Lo t: cleaned uc
z Tew rond vy otruck trail tce the teon of Mt Tt Helerna to te surveyed
cnd Tuilt (S omiles).
< LooHIUT To ba rullvu.
<. Telephonc line to tha lookout from the Culistogo-Middletown trunk line.
5. Telecphone from 8t. Helena to Las Posadas Tamp and on to Monticello -
25 niles.
£ =4 Club swimming tank tc be built This wos M. B. Pratt’s pet orcjece
¢ now motericl could te securca for the nrojsct. For

Yocre Creel to swim in by
footbridges.  In the i T
2am was washed out, 1t beoing of
sing sc had to be repaire .
rk avea. A leil crev was

dam. _he Jkl&mlLJ T
the CCC cr The 4-
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It was decided tc build a log cabin at the entrance to Las Posadas for use
as cffice headquarters, and to use the burned timber that was cut down for this
purpose. The building still stands and is used to louse the fire crew. All
prcjects were pretty well cleaned up by spring of 13936 and the CCC camp moved
tack to Pine Grove once more.

This summer our fire camp was operated by the hiring of scme of cur loca
toys and again housed 2t the CCOC camp.

During the winter of 1936-37 a four-man spike camp was loaned me from Willits
Howord Forest CCC Camp to do some work on Mt . St. Helena road wall building. After
I completed this work I had o few sacks of cement 1left so decided to build 2 side-
walk 2round the swimming tank ot Las Posadas. The winter of 1937-38 Las Poscdas
CCC Comp was occupied by 250 SRA men, who worked on different projects. One proj-
£Ct wis 1o clean up any cut brush that was left by the CCC comp, 21s0 to cut sowme
ndditional firsbreaks around the boundary of Las Posadas and some fire protection
worx within the Las Posadas arez as well as outside of this zcrea.

>

A4ls2 2 crew was used to tuild sur new headguarters at 3%, delena, which we
trunlict fTarting the spring of 193~

Las Pcsadas CCC Camp was vacated 1639 and all buildings except laundry room
cnd tocl house were taken down. Materials were used for the building of differ-

.
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ent fire comps in the state.
In the spring of 1946 =2 fire camp was set up for Las Posadns. During the
time when there were no fires to fight the crew did fire brevention work around

the Los Posadas area.

During the summer of 1950 the fire crew built a new concrete catch basin at
ring. In 1952 the crew built 2 new pump house at the §pring to house the
Woitsy pump and engine.

¢ winter of 1351-52 the firc road lending frem the camp to the
LT ebullt, with =n extension of this road on ir o Chiles Valley
~hrou Reeves property.  Also, during the fall of 1952 = bridgé w25 built
L2ros Creek cn this rc~d and most of the road vas gravelcd to make it
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cle the year around.

Juring the months of Februory and March of 1953, and ot the time this is
veing written, a new road was built to the spring. Also, the road from the fire
come to the 4-H Comp is being repaired and surfaced so 38 to meke 1t safer for

WoDen Arivers.

¢ 20 hooe to 4o some work on ~ur firebrecks around the zren soon 2nd also
cui d = noew garboage disposal Jump in Henry Canyon, for the usc of the 1ifferent
Zrcurs wno use the L-H Carp
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he taree new signs - one at the swimming pool,

spring we hope o
L amp 2nd one at the entrance gate to Las Posados
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erent L-H groups who usc the camp must file 2an application each year
he group will use this 2rea to study trees, birds =nd wildlife as it

O be uscd by the Bloke fawmily.
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[2s5 Posadas keeps its grhoes locked 2t all times to keep anyone from cvtain-
ght of way through the sroperty. Any group, Cr .Toups, Who use

ing 2 ris the Foiest
sust call for the xey a2t 7%. Helena five station and sign for it. Ho fires nre to
te built on the property durint the fire sexson months unicss 2 permit is issued
to buiid 2 osmell cpen Tire in Lhe L-H C””p circle & ring high hunility weather
conditiLas

SURVEY CF IAS »NSADAC STATE FOREST 1031

Dcputy State Worcester of Sacramento called on nme
o1 the Las Posoacs wroperty. Mot being familior
2d to rf’ﬂ ¢ o survey of 1t.

not on the Division of Foresiry pay roll (Napz
only six nonths of the year - May I to Novemboer
to snow the cerners and boundory lines of thc

) e
could from

Af%er tromping over the 2ren We locatcda oo sectlon corner on the nerih sec-
*ion of the soutn boundary. Tnis was o iarge live our tree stump 2prroximatoely
50" in am=zter. Here we planted teel stake and started our survey of the

Al 5
a5t ooundary, then the scuth, ond so on wntil we hod surveyed the entire prop

3 ST -
©7. This become cuite 2 task, for th: nrubh was very toll ond thicx, 2nd o cut
! ; wn we used o compas” and cnnin tope and Abney hond level and mirrors.

At that, it took us thrce wees. of hord work

~

28 the LaJota Grant Line tTco nel
_oonted, necin] s

r out ond hos it in his Sac

¢specinlly in the Spoanish Graont



