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BIRDS OF THE LAS POSADAS REGIOCH
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The Las Posadas area is a delightful spot for the bird student. Deviurel
sorts of habitats are found herc withiu easy walking distance so therc iz 2 wide
varicty of birds represented. The shaded wcods of the pine forcsts harbor differ-
nt birds than do the adjacent brushy slopes and one need walk only a few minutes
down the canyon to reach open fields and a willow-borderod stream each of which

has its own community of birds.

Because of an cxtended account of birds of this region might be confusing to
the begiunner, only the commonest birds will be described. As a further help, the
nirds will be arranged according to the habitat in which they are usually found.
The beginner should be warned though that no bird is found strictly in one habi-
tat; their assigmments here are meant ounly as a general guide.

BIRDS OF THE REDWOOD - PINE - FIR FOPFST

Western Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis). 1In the early morninz the zxplo-
i meswit' nall of the Westzrn Flycatcher ir one of the COmmonest

wzard coming from the shady parts of the densz forest. The bird i3
{warbler) £izz with brown back, yellcwish breast, a white eye ring
whitish wing bars.
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Solitary Vireo (Vireo solitarius). This is another retiring bird of the
jeep wocds., It would be seldom noticed if it were not for its persistant cheer-
ful song. Some say it sounds like: “Johnny, come here - hurry up!' It is a
grzy bird of warbler size, with white under parts, white eye ring and linz to

bill, end white wing bars.
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stroam atove or below camp headquarters the commoncst song to be heard in early
summer is that of the warbling virso. The song bounces up and down in a series
5f checry thases at 211 hours of the day. The plumagce is brownish grey; there is

Warbling Vireo, (Vireo gilvus). From the dense trces anywhere aloug the

a1 dull white line over the eye but the whits eye ring of the sclitery virso is
iacking.

Black Throated Grey Warbler (Dendroica nigrescens). A wheezy ‘'zoe-ce, zec-ec,
zee-se zeo, zip from high in the tall conifers is usually all cone can detect of
this warbl:r unless after much neck craning the bird is seen out on the tip of a
stray. On rare occasions the bird may be close enough to show its identifying
marks; two white stripes on the cheek contrasting sharply with its bleck head.

Western Winter Wren (Nannus hiemalis pacificus). From among
wardia ferns alcng the stream bstween camp headquarters and the s
sudden turss of scng that pours out in abandon as though it wili u
Tird ocan o oidentirica easily as it : 1

slips through tne foliage by 1
short tail and its habit of frequently
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0live-sided Flycatcrer (Nuttallornis bvorzzlia). This flycateher is a tird
of the tree wops. It is usually seen on a dead stub towards the top cf one of the
highe 3t trocs Its streng call can be heard for half a mile or more. Scme think
the bird says "Hip, three cheers.”’ Others think it sounds more like "Quit, we're
!

Fer=." Tt is scldom that the singer comes low enough to show its dark sides
c:parated by 2 light linc down the middle of the breast. Its larger size distin-
- : g 4 £
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Y=llow Warbler (Dendroica aestiva). P=rhaps the loudest of the many calls
that come from the deep woods bordering the stream up the Metcalf Trail is that
of the Yesllow Warbler. It is a desccnding series of not:s sharp and clear in
quality. The male is a canary yellow in color, the foemele greenish yolilow.

Pilzolated Warcler (Wilscnia pusilla). The pileolated warbler is quitc
similar to the yellow warbler but has a small arca of velvety black on the crown.
It is usuzlly found foraging in the lower bushes near a stream On the Mctcalf
Trail its song is heard coming from the occasicnal side caryons that cross the
trail. Its soug is a series of strong chirps which gradually iacrease in inten-
sity.

Crested Jay (Cyancoitta stelleri). A glimpse of the z0lid blue low.r back
and long blackish crest distinguishes this jay from the California jay. Its call
iz harsher and has less of the shrillonces of the California jay

Brewn Creeper (Cartbla familiaris). Ancther rird that is
located =y its song is tho brown o £ thin, very hizh "
whers in the forest will make smoll bird with ma
the tverk -7 ths trae ftrunk i1 Nl oon the frunks of
fearcnse ICr insects hidden in cs or the rerz. It ta
1ot to confuse the note of the crbuger with that of the zolden

1

5
50 found in the tops of czonifers.

Wocd Powee (Myiochanes richardsoni). A song that is mirngled with the
confusicn of notes heard in the spring and ¢arly summer in the shady wocds is the
raspy dezsending "pee-ee’ of the wocd Powee. The singer when locoted will to

found tc te sitting more upright on its perch than most birds and occasi
launching forth after an insect. When the bird turns toward the ubu;rvv
gee the dark sides of the breast divided by a narrow lighter —olored line.
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Las Zo 2cling oneg, thougn there are literaily doz.on

birds ve . 2ach one of which weuld te - rarc ri"

sc clo e plumage 1is brilliant yellow with b;avk

tird is the observer the crimscn head can bte scen.

is frag gard in the vicinity o7 ~amp headquart.rs

likc =2 rctin de up of sghorter phrases and is hoars.r wuad FEr iy i .
The call rit-it”

Chirping Sparrcow {Spizells passerina). Irom among the ogks o the zrassy
nillsides a dry extended trill mey be heard cften from several directions in breed-
lng seascun The singer is a tiny amarrow, iaconspicuous =sxcept for = reddish breow
crown

Junce (Junco hyemalis) These btirds are of sparrow gice and ars distinguished
by their tlzck n=zads and white outer tail feathers. The cong i3 oa trill similar
to the chipping sparrcws but shorter and more musical
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California Jay (Aphelocoma californica). The California Jay is a lighter
blue color than the crested jay. It has no crest, is slimmer and has a grey
breast so should be easily distinguished from its cousin.

Bush Tit (Psaltriparus minimus). Except during the nesting seascn, bush tits
are found in flocks of twenty or thirty, usuali; in the oaks on the ullloldes.
As the birds feed actively they utter quiet twittering notes. They are of about
warbler size but have a slightly longer tail. The upper parts are grey the under
parts dull whitish.

Western Blue Bird (Sialia mexicana). The head and upper parts of the blue-
bird are a deep blue, the throat is blue, and the rest or the under parts are
chestnut. The female is much paler.

Red-~hafted Flicker (Colaptes cafer). This is a large woodpecker with
troad wings and undulating flight. TIts white rump may show zs it swoops up to
alight vertically on = dead branch. A flash of red may show on the wings and 1if
the bird turns toward the cbserver a black tand shows against the grey breast.

RIRDS OF THE BRUSHY 3LOPES

Mountain Quail (Oreortyx picta). These are shy denizens of the dense trush
seldom seen unless one surprises them by chance. In the spring and early summer
the male repeats a 3ingle loud call, e resonant, far-reaching "quork'. By
patient stalking an observer may dlSLOVGT a larg@ quail with a rich reddish brown
throat and loug straight plume

Ash Threcated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens). A4 long rolling ‘prip” or
perhaps 'Too-weerp-lcokateer” will attract one to this bird. This is a rather
lanky bird with bushy head and long reddish brown tzil.

Jren-tit (Chamaen fasziata) This bird might te heari 3 hundred times befors
it i35 seer. The song that drifts out from the dense btrush of Cthe hillsides re-
peats the same staccato cote finzlly ruaning the serizs reviily togethor., A
diligent watchor traciag down the scurce mlgkt Pﬁtf“ zlimpres ¢f the tird as it
moves =tout or the tangle and note the small grey btady with a very loug tail held
at a angle acove the body.

Bew1 ck Vren (Thrvomanes bewicki). A clear high song with the bturry quality
of the wren cloqxng in a very delicate fine trill might attract one to th'c bird.
A ratnpr long till, iong tipped-up tail, and white line osver the zye will identify
it.

Crong > (rowned Warclar Nermivora celatz), In the cpring 17 >ns wsre 1o
count the numbzr of bird soves honrd in the oragh fields this warbler would
robabliy head the list, The song is a Tfaint trill, rising = littls Iu pltch.
then falling and fading toward tne end. There sre ne distinctive markings The
upper varts arc greenish and the lower parts dull yellow.

(Pipilc maculatus). 4 1oud rustle N
srvzr to the spot where a spotted towhee 1s busily scratehing with both

e dcuse brush. This is & colorful bird with black head and
neck cvnt acting with 3 white belly, reddish brown flanks and whitz spots cn the
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BIRDS NEAR THE WILLOW-BORDERED STREAM (Meadow Below Camp)

House Wren (Trog lodytes Aedorn). House wrens uest regularly in the walls of
the ru n@d house by the meadow below camp. They are similar in appcarunce to the
Bewick wren but have no white line over the vyo,

Black Phoebs (Sayornis nigricans). A few minutes watching of the btlac
phocbes that are found around the old farm buildings may lead one to a mud aecst
rlasterad on the wall of one of the buildings. The phoebe is a large flycatcher
which can casily be identified by the black of the head neck and upp2r rarts
contrasting with the pure white area of the belly
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Brown Tewhee (Pipilo crissalis). This is a stout brown bird with longish
tail to be found in tangles of blackberries near the stream. It will be rescy-
nized by most as a bird that lives in or close to his own backyard.

Song Sparrow (Melospiza meledia). This familiar song of the
will disciose the cinger - 2 trown bird with ctroasked breast witr
in o the middle
Linnet {Carnodncus mexicanus). This bird Sings with 2 rapid
Ty e of notes. The male is brignt crimson on head and brezst, the
tomals is greyvish brown heavily streaked on the under parts.

HOW T2 OBSRERVE RIRDS

z nost active, their plumage is most brillisnt and theoir 5CnZ8 arc
St in spring and carly summer. After the nesting scason they bﬂcomo quieter
icucus. Many birds are
nd south. Weather
T

birde roquires nationce an
is 2 big help but many spocies
Teeding sthnd near a window
many birds which cthorwise might be

upplementary 1iat of birds which should be found in the Las Pezadas area during

"rt or Zach yzar:

Purkey Vulture; Buzzard - (Cathartss aura)
Sharp-anionsd Hawk - (hzcipiter welox)
0 cooperi)

"obatfs V1

Wo 3cens)
Flain Titmouse - (Eaelophus incrnatus)
Slend=r-killed Nuthatch (Sitta carelinensis)
Californiz Thresher - (onostom@ redivivum)



Hermit Thrush - (Hylocichla guttata)

Western Robin - (Turdus (Plancsticus) migratorius)
Western Gunat catcher - (Polioptila caerulea)

Golden Crowned Kinglet - (Regulus calendula)

Pipit - (&nthus (Rubescens) spinoletta)

Hutton Vireco - (Virco huttoni)

Cowbird - (Molothrus ater)

Western Meadowlark - (Icterus parisorum)

Black-headed Crosbeak - (Hedymeles (Zameledia) melanocephalus)
Green-backed Goldfinch - (Spinus (Astragalinus) psaltria)
Lawrence Goldfinch - (Spinus (Astragalinus) lawrencei)



